
  

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

On the occasion of the Portuguese Presidency of the Council of the European 

Union, at the invitation of the Ministry of Culture and in collaboration with the Regional 

Government of Madeira and the Madeira Promotion Association, the National Plan for 

the Arts, with GEPAC, is organising the "Porto Santo Conference". Entitled "From 

democratization to cultural democracy: rethinking institutions and practices", it will take 

place in Porto Santo Island, Madeira, on the 27th and 28th of April, and will be an 

occasion to debate today’s meaning of "cultural democracy", transforming this 

wonderful peripheral island in a centre of reflection and irradiation of cultural policies 

for Europe.  

Democracy must be a concern across all sectors of society. We can live in a 

democratic state and yet cultural institutions, like other dimensions of community life, 

remain uninvolved. How can democracy be guaranteed in the cultural sphere? What 

power relations are established in cultural institutions and practices? What does it mean 



to share authority? How do institutional leaders treat publics: as consumers or as 

collaborators? Can the relationship with arts and heritage help to emancipate people? 

Do institutions value the interests and needs of citizens, give them a voice, respect the 

diversity of cultural practices and the representativeness of different communities in 

their programming? What impact do cultural institutions have on the democratic health 

of a community?  

 

At a time when the cultural sector, artists and institutions have been and continue to be 

brutally affected by the consequences of the pandemic, the Porto Santo Conference 

wants: 

a) To promote a cultural vision that values pluralism, knowledge of the public, inclusion, 

participation, social cohesion and citizenship, thinking strategically about the role of the 

intersection of Culture and Education policies; 

b) Encouraging the development of cultural institutions in educational territories and of 

educational institutions in cultural centres;  

c) Reflecting on how cultural institutions and their processes contribute (or not) to a 

more democratic and free society; how they promote access to cultural fruition and 

production; 

d) Develop a conceptual framework and practical recommendations addressed to the 

various sectors of action (governments, institutions and civil society) to guide more 

inclusive and plural cultural practices, valuing cultural diversity and the production of 

communities that are often marginalised; 

e) Critically debate the possibilities and challenges of the relationship between arts, 

heritage and digital media;  

f) Publish a key document, the "Charter of Porto Santo", establishing guiding principles 

and recommendations to promote democracy at the heart of cultural institutions and 

allowing for greater participation and emancipation of citizens. 

 

The conference, which will have a hybrid format (face-to-face and digital), will 

count with the presence of national and European policy makers, from the areas of 

Culture and Education; with two of the most influential philosophers of our time, 

Jacques Rancière and Chantal Mouffe; with the specialist in the relationship between 



arts and education, Maria Acaso; with personalities of reference in the reflection on 

post-colonialist and inclusive cultural institutions, Wayne Modest and Maria Lind; with 

speakers recognised for their experience in the relationship between the arts, heritage 

and digital territories; with the presentation and reflection on the "artivist" practice of 

the Cuban artist Tania Bruguera and other artistic projects that help us think about the 

relationship between art and the community. 

 

At the closing of the Conference, the "Charter of Porto Santo" will be presented: 

a guiding document, with principles and recommendations that promote a full cultural 

citizenship, and that results from a participatory process, taking place since the 

beginning of March, gathering contributions from meetings with representatives of the 

EU Member States and European non-governmental artistic and cultural networks and 

organizations. Thus, it is a document in which the content and the formal process of its 

construction are in harmony: cultural democracy. 

 

In the week prior to the conference, the National Plan for the Arts will organize, 

in Porto Santo, a Training Action for teachers, mediators and cultural agents on the 

theme "Education and cultural democracy", focusing on the principles and practices of 

cultural citizenship and its inclusive and motivational potential. This activity is part of 

the "Porto Santo School" project, a partnership of the National Plan for the Arts with the 

Regional Government, Porto Santo Municipality and Porta 33 Association, with the 

purpose (already underway) of adapting a primary school, designed by the modernist 

architect Raúl Chorão Ramalho, to become the headquarters of thought and artistic 

residences, with an impact on the local community. The Porto Santo Conference is 

another step in the implementation of this measure of the National Plan for the Arts 

strategy: it is the beginning of the constitution of the announced working group, based 

in Porto Santo School, to regularly debate cultural and educational policies. 

 

For more information: 

www.portosantocharter.eu 

info@portosantocharter.eu 

 



National Plan for the Arts website: 

www.pna.gov.pt 

 

 

 


